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One of the biggest environmental problems in the nursery and
landscaping industries, not to mention a huge hassle for con-
sumers, is what to do with used plastic pots. Most community recycling centers
don't aceept them, and only rarely can gardeners find an environmentally minded,
if-it-can-be-used-don't-throw-it-away nursery that will take the pots for reuse.

The answer might not just be to recycle plastic containers but to make pots out
of materials that are organic and break down naturally. A number of companies
worldwide—including BioPot in Canada, Earth Buddy in the U.K. and EnviroArc pots
in Australia—are already testing and producing biodegradable pots made from grass-
es, grains and vegetable oils, with shelf lives ranging from months to years.Though
the industry is still in its infancy in the United States, it is definitely growing and
should be on the radar screen for every grower, landscaper and gardener.

One line of biodegradable pots already on the market is EcoForms™ from
Sweetwater Nursery of Santa Rosa, California, available at garden centers on the
West Coast but expanding soon to other parts of the country.The line includes
both functional containers for growers and decorative pots for consumers, with a
shelf life of five years. Manufactured in Asia primarily out of rice hulls and natural
binding agents, the pots were discovered behind a garden center counter in Hol-
land by Sweetwater owners Elise Loveday-Brown and David Brown. Elise and David
not only market the pots to growers and retail outlets (Whole Foods Market is a
customer), but also use the pots in their nursery with very positive results.The
pots range in size from 3 inches to 2 liters and come in a variety of styles (coming
soon is an orchid pot) and five colors. Besides the obvious benefits to the environ-
ment, Elise and David have found that biodegradable pots have better insulating
qualities, making for strong root systems, and even have a fertilizing effect—when

old pots are ground up and spread on the lawn, the grass turns green. —JA
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